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Intelligence & security studies: THE CITADEL

Unlike traditional graduate programs that take a theoretical and 
conceptual track in preparing students for further academic research, 
The Citadel’s ISS program combines theory and practice to provide 
the real-world skills necessary to enter and advance in the public and 
private intelligence arenas.

This program is entirely online to provide maximum flexibility for 
students, and at the same time allow the ISS program to attract 
instruction from intelligence professionals located around the world.

By combining current theory, research, and experience, the program 
offers an intellectually rigorous course load that emphasizes key 
skills related to analytical writing and research, critical thinking, 
and general international and domestic subject matter expertise. In 
addition, the master’s program offers a cybersecurity concentration 
option that results in a Graduate Certificate in Cybersecurity. 

curriculum
The program’s curriculum includes 12 courses (four core courses and
eight electives). An optional cybersecurity concentration consists 
of four designated courses, which count toward the electives 
requirement. Students who complete the cybersecurity concentration 
also receive a Graduate Certificate in Cybersecurity. 

All courses are taught online. Admitted students can be enrolled 
part-time or full-time. Students are required to complete the program 
within six years of the admission term.
 
 

financial aid
Students who are U.S. citizens and international students with
permanent residency status may apply for federal financial aid.
Students are required to be enrolled in a minimum of two classes per
semester to meet eligibility for federal financial aid. 
 
Veterans, service members, or their eligible dependents may qualify 
for educational benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
Students wishing to use their VA Educational Benefits should work with 
The Citadel’s Veterans Services Office. 

Admitted students who are currently employed are encouraged to
contact their human resource manager to learn about their company’s
tuition assistance program(s).

  
 

admission requirements 
1.  Completion of the online graduate application along with the 
non-refundable application fee. 

2.  Submission of official transcripts from all previously attended 
colleges and universities.  

3.  All students who are residents of the United States must submit 
official scores from a valid (within five years) Miller Analogies Test 
(MAT) or Graduate Record Examination (GRE).  
 
4.  Submission of a writing sample that demonstrates strong critical 
thinking and communication skills.  

5.  Students who wish to enroll in the cybersecurity concentration 
must meet additional admissions requirements as established by the 
Department of Mathematics and Computer Science.

 
The Master’s degree program in Intelligence and Security 
Studies (ISS) prepares students to enhance national security 
through intelligence and homeland security leadership.  Best 
practices for intelligence and national security combined 
with current theory, research and experience give students 
the background necessary to cultivate critical thinking.  
By introducing applicable management principles and 
policy analysis, the program fosters the leadership skills to 
successfully address security and intelligence challenges 
facing the United States. 

•	 100% online
• Optional cybersecurity concentration
• Engaged and accessible faculty with both academic and 

practical experience
• Schedule flexibility accommodates working professionals 

and active duty military.

program overview
what makes the citadel’s iss program unique?


